ns hirlli and f>,ip//st>/.
many; and du; Creator number tluit an authnurean please in any decree, the more pleasure dues there arise l< > a benevolent mind.
To thn.se who are weak enon-;!) to think this a degrading task, and the time; and labour which have been devoted to it misem-ployed, I shall content myself with opposing ihe authority of the greatest man of any ajfc, Jl'l.M's C.I-.SAU, uf whom Huron observes, that 'in his hook of Apnlliiy.iu.s which he collected, we see that he esteemed it more lioimnr to make himself but a pair of tables, to take' ihe wise and pithy words of others, than to have every word of his own to In: made an apothegm or an oracle'.'
Having said thus much by way of introduction, T commit the following pages to the candour of the 1'ulilick.
SAMUKI." JOHNSON was born at l.tYhhVld, in Staffordshire, on the [Hlh of September, N.S., 1700; and his initiation into the Christian Church was not delayed ; 1'"' hi-, baptism is recorded, in the register of St. Mary's parish in thai city, lo have been performed on the day of his birlh, Hi-. I'.ilhrr is there- stiled d't'ittlt'-wait, a circumstance of which an i;;iioi.uil panegyrist, has praised him for not being proud ; when Ihe Iritlh is, that the appellation of Gentleman, though now lost in the indiscriminate assumption of Jisejtiire\ was commonly taken by llmse who could not boast of gentility. His father was Michael Johnson, a native of I lurhy-shire, of obscure extraction4, who settled in l.iehfieldas a hook-seller and stationer11, His mother wa-; S;u;di Ford, descended of
' Tliicon's Ath'unft'iHfnf of I.t>irn-     ti'W.'   ' I'll iitulcriakc that if y<m read
illff, linok I,     llOSWKI.I..                              llir MI)i!'V.ri'ipliiillH  III (ill lllf olVu'C"!
'J jnhnsoii's (((iflfailicr, Dr. S;iuuicl      in (lie Uin^duiti, yiut will mil litttl chi'fe*
Swinfon, acriinliiiff I" l'"' iiiuluu' of     Ictirt-. tliirctftl in any I ml lv.(|iii!rv
Memoirs t>f flie Lift nn<i H^ntiiif^ <<f    ... In a wcml ii i-, nnw i'tiftttiis Ar-
l)r.Jnlin.wnt 17^5, p. ju, was at llir     tnii;iii<>tii>t,   a   jii'iijilc  of  Ivsijuii't'i,
tiinnnfliiH liirth liiil>;iiix vvitlt Mil liafl      Ami 1 d'ni'i kim\v lull l>y ilu- lau- ail
Johnson.    Johilsiin liail tun lc>>on (In*     ol n.iliii.ili'>alii>ii, rii|-ci|;!icrs will a*><
imuhc'r's siilc,  uninc.cl .Saiiuii1!  iunl      sumrllial lillc as jiitrl of ihr immunity
Nnthanacl (.sec AWf'.i  <t>i<t <Jttt'tii'\\      uf lit-iii|,; Mn^li-iliiiicM.'    The Taller,
Jlh S, v. 13), a (tor wlinm !»• ami liis      Nit. I'j.
brotlicr may have IICCH named,    ll         * 'I  <-;tn liardly tell wli<i was my
sci'ins innix- likf ly lliat it was hi-, ^ml       Kt.iniif.ithiM',' s.iirl JnlniMiit.   See //i.t/,
Atllicr wlui ^;ac liim hi'i name.                May <;, r"'/,i.
•' So curly us 1709 7/if "/((//rrenm-         "' Mirliat:!  Johnson  was   Imni  ii>
pltiinsof this 'indiscriminate assump-      1656.    He unist huvc lu-cn <-ii(.;ani il
ansted any. But Sir J ohnwas a most unclubablema.n.nl Madame D'Arblay's Diary, \. 65.
